
  THE BAPTIST HOME  NEWSLETTER   PAGE 1

The Baptist Home
P.O. Box 87

Ironton, MO  63650

Change Service Requested

Non-Profi t
U.S. Postage
PAID

Jefferson City, MO
Permit 210

The Baptist Home:  An Overview

See letter and response form on page 3 for an opportunity 
to make a gift for benevolent care for residents.

93 Years of LifeCare
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The Baptist Home-Arcadia Valley
(photo courtesy of The Mountain Echo)

It reads like something the chamber of commerce or the 
state tourism commission would write but the beautiful 
Arcadia Valley is one of Missouri’s best kept secrets. 
Many people around the state scratch their heads about 
where Ironton or the Arcadia Valley is located. That is 
their loss as the photo above testifi es.

It was not always so. In the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries, wealthy business men from St. Louis built 
summer homes in the Arcadia Valley. When one such 
business man, R. L. Lewis, died in 1919, his widow 
sold the 175-acre estate to The Baptist Home for 
$15,000.

Legend has that Dr. Milford Riggs stood on Sunset 
Rock atop St. Francois Mountain  years earlier and 
envisioned the exact spot where the building we call 
Riggs-Scott was completed. He was also the practical 
dreamer who saw the building completed in 1923.

The dream of a home to care for elderly Missouri 
Baptists came to its fi rst fruition when Milford and 
Mary Riggs opened a rented house in Ironton in May 

1913 and received the fi rst two residents. Their sense 
of calling was so strong that they opened the doors to 
the fi rst home with no money to fund the new ministry. 
Their vision and sense of calling sustained them for 
almost two decades of service to The Home.

The obstacles to such an undertaking were enormous. 
It was a new work and many people, including leaders 
of the state Baptist convention, opposed it. It was nearly 
fi ve years after the founding before The Home was 
recognized and supported by the convention.

Overwhelmingly, the greatest diffi culties were fi nancial. 
Only through the grace of God and the sacrifi ces of his 
people was The Home able to survive those early years 
of poverty and constant challenge.

Perhaps those early struggles help explain why it took 
75 years before another Baptist Home campus was 
established in Chillicothe.

A long range planning committee had recommended 
such another campus in 1979 and 38 acres were 
purchased in Chillicothe in 1984.

Larry Johnson, who would go on to serve as president 
of The Baptist Home from 1997 to 2005, moved to 
Chillicothe in 1985 to be the administrator of a Home 
that was yet to be built and with no money to build 
it. Working from offi ces at First Church-Chillicothe 
and later from a house trailer on the property, Larry 
spearheaded the fundraising drive and oversaw 
construction of the new facility which opened its doors 
to its fi rst residents in March of 1988. 

Again, fi nancial diffi culties were seemingly overwhelming 
since the farm economy of northwest Missouri had hit 
rock bottom. In addition, Chief Executive Offi cer Ed 

Goodwin was the fi rst to face the challenge of 
overseeing the ministry on two separate campuses.

In April of 1993, land was purchased for a new Baptist 
Home in Springfi eld. Sammy Allen, who had served 
as Administrator at Chillicothe, moved to Springfi eld 
to launch the work. 

A major roadblock was that Greene County denied 
tax exempt status to the property in 1994  before 
construction on the new Baptist Home had begun. 
Consequently, the property was sold and 40 acres 
purchased at Ozark in 1995. Like Larry Johnson at 

Chillicothe, Sammy Allen established  offi ces in a trailer 
on the Ozark property to oversee construction and 
serve as a point man in fundraising.

The Baptist Home-Ozark opened its doors to the fi rst 
residents in May 1997. On busy Highway 65 

between Springfi eld and Branson, the Ozark campus 
has a high visibility factor with Baptists and non Baptists 
alike.

See pages four, five and eight for more current 
information about our three campuses.

                                                              
JWN

New gazebo at The Baptist Home-Chillicothe

Sunrise at The Baptist Home-Ozark

Located just off Highway 65, The Baptist Home-Ozark 
became the most visible of the three campuses.

Sunset Rock - From this vantage point, Dr. Riggs 
envisioned a Home for Aged Baptists.

Picturesque view of The Baptist Home - Chillicothe
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FROM OUR HOME TO YOUR CHURCH
Roger Hatfi eld

Before there was a single resident at the fi rst Baptist Home in 
Ironton, gifts for the residents were coming in.  To meet ongoing 
resident needs, an invitation from Dr. Riggs for individuals and 
churches to help The Baptist Home went out in October 1913. 
What came were provisions, fruit, vegetables, chickens, eggs, 
canned goods, fi rewood and more.  Trains brought food barrels 
from all over the state for the support of the residents of The 
Baptist Home.

Today trains to Ironton or anywhere else are fairly few and 
far between. Food barrels are non-existent to young people 
today and only a memory to many seniors. State laws by 
the 1950’s changed the way food service was handled at 
long-term care facilities. However, in this 21st century a whole 
new venue of ways to provide for the residents of The Baptist 
Home has surfaced.  Individuals, churches and associations 
can all participate in this ministry to one extent or another from 
these suggestions:

 Personal Gifts to Residents from Your Church or 
Association

The senior adult ministry of your church, or senior adult Sunday 
school classes or the WMU can coordinate the gifts, not only 
at Christmas but throughout the year for The Baptist Home. 
These gifts can be for a resident from the church or association 
or for all the residents. They can be sent through the mail, can 
be brought by the pastor or families or groups coming to the 
respective Baptist Home campus. 
 

 Christmas Gifts
Christmas is a great time of year to express our love for others 
as God did with the Gift of all ages, the Christ child, our Savior. 

You may still provide Christmas gifts to the residents even 
when you receive this newsletter.  One of the ways is through 
a donation of $50 for a single resident to receive Christmas  gifts 
from The Baptist Home.  Those contributions can be sent to 
The Baptist Home, PO Box 87, Ironton MO 63650. You may 
also designate which campus to which you would the gift to 
be sent.
 

 New Year’s Greetings
Sometimes when people receive Christmas cards from friends 
for whom they had lost addresses, they in turn send a New 
Year’s card.  Since there is a lot of activity in The Baptist Homes 
around the holidays, why not consider sending a gift box or 
greetings in the month of January.  January can be cold and 
snowy, and warm greetings are an extra touch to the afterglow 
of Christmas. 
 

 Valentine’s Love Gifts
More and more today, Valentine’s Day is moving from a 
celebration of more than one day to a week or month’s time of 
remembrance.  It is also becoming more than a romantic holiday 
but one that celebrates friendship.  What kinds of activities or 
gifts can your Sunday School class or church provide to one 
or more residents at The Baptist Home?
 

 Easter 2007
It’s not too early to consider what a Sunday School class or 
church might do to start planning for gifts for the residents for 
Easter.  Easter in 2007 is April 8.  One association we know of 
prepared Easter baskets for each resident of a Baptist Home 
campus that was closest to them.  The activity could include 
an Easter card to each resident.  Remember that “homemade 

Work Progressing on The Baptist 
House of Mercy in Belarus

New roof has been completed.

Replacement of windows is underway.

cards” from children are the talk of the town rather than a very 
expensive card from a card shop. 

As usual, we recommend before gifts are arranged that a church 
or association contact the administrator of the campus nearest 
to them for several reasons:

1.  The administrator will know what groups are coming on what 
days and can act as a “traffi c cop” so that it is not too crowded, 
both for residents as well as guests. It also allows the campus 
administrator to plan for any extra meals or refreshments 
depending on the schedule of the group.
 
2.  Perhaps there is another group or church that is planning 
gift bags for a certain occasion.  Spreading those out for the 
residents by several days or a week can add to the appreciation 
of the gift.
 
3.  The administrator may have some ideas to offer the church 
about resident needs.  Being able to choose from two or three 
options helps the church focus on what is helpful and useful 
for the residents. 

One fi nal note:  Never forget that in each edition of The Baptist 
Home Newsletter there is a list of needs throughout The Baptist 
Home.  Some of them are ongoing, perhaps urgent, and the 
others are not as critical.  Check this very edition for these 
needs  (pg.7).

Remember this is the gift-giving time of year, and each resident 
of The Baptist Home appreciates and enjoys a gift as much as 
any of us.  

May 6,1913  Home’s Birthday. First residents 
enter fi rst home in Ironton.

1917  Home recognized by Baptist General 
Association (forerunner of Missouri Baptist 
Convention).

1919  175 acres purchased in the Arcadia 
Valley for $15,000.

October 31, 1923  Residents move into new 
home, the building now called Riggs-Scott 
in honor of Dr. and Mrs. Riggs and Dr. and 
Mrs. Scott.

1929 Beginning of The Great Depression. 
Home struggles to survive.

1933  Folger’s Stars and Colgate Coupon 
campaign are part of the effort  to pay off The 
Home’s mortgage.                                

April 19, 1935 The darkest day in The 
Home’s history, the property of The Home 
is sold on the courthouse steps.

June 22, 1935 R. L. Barger of Ironton sells 
the property to a new corporation, The 
Baptist Home for Aged Baptists, “for $1 and 
other considerations.”

1942 War rationing takes fi eld men 
McEwen and Goodin off the road. 

June 9, 1949 A permanent endowment 
Fund is established by the Board of 
Trustees. 

August, 1953 Residents are admitted 
for the fi rst time to the newly fi nished and 
furnished third fl oor of Riggs-Scott.

1958 State licensure law ends long 
tradition of sending home canning to The 
Baptist Home.

May 21, 1963 Golden Anniversary of 
The Home is celebrated and new wing 
is dedicated. Subsequently named in 
honor of John and Gladys Burney.

1972 Superintendent reports “no 
indebtedness on any Home property.”

1977 New medical wing occupied.  
Later named to honor Ed and Joy 
Goodwin. $900,000 cost fully paid. 
Legal name is changed to “The 
Baptist Home.”

1984 38 acres purchased for new 
home in Chillicothe.

March 1988 First residents enter new 
Home at Chillicothe.

1995 40 acres purchased in Ozark for 
new Baptist Home.

May 1997 First residents enter Home 
at Ozark.

2000 To protect the ministry of The 
Home from liability, trustees establish 
foundation and self electing Board.

2000 Dr. Frank Fain is employed as 
the fi rst full time minister to seniors 
outside the walls of The Baptist 
Home.

2003 New Independent Living 
Apartments are built on all three 
campuses. Subsequently, apartments 
on all three campuses named to 
honor Larry and Jane Johnson.
2006 Renovations and new 
construction continue. Trustees vote 
to help Belarusian Baptists establish a 
Baptist House of Mercy to serve their 
elderly at Kobrin Camp.

Historical Timeline of The Baptist Home



creo



