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Liberty Baptist Church of Springfield Makes Lead Gift for 
The Baptist House of Mercy in Belarus

Use the envelope in this newsletter to note a change of 
address, make a gift to The Baptist Home or The Baptist 

House of Mercy in Belarus.

A small rural congregation in  
northwest Springfield has stepped 
up to make a lead gift in the Baptist 
House of Mercy campaign. Although 
the congregation is small, averaging 
about 40 in worship services on 
Sunday morning, they challenged 
themselves to make a significant 
gift to help their Baptist brothers and 
sisters in far off Belarus establish 
their own ministry to the elderly, a 
Baptist House of Mercy, at Kobrin 
Camp.

Liberty Baptist Church sent a check 
for $5000 to The Baptist Home for 
the Baptist House of Mercy at the 
very start of the campaign to raise 
$500,000. On the bulletin board 
at the church, they displayed the 
poster which they received from The Baptist Home and 
proudly marked their gift of $5,000 as being 1 percent 
of the total goal. In August, the congregation voted to 
send an additional check of $1000 to The Home for 
the Baptist House of Mercy.

Liberty Has History of Being First
Russell Keeling, chair of the southwest area Baptist 
House of Mercy Team charged with raising the needed 
funds, pointed out that Liberty Baptist Church was the 
first Springfield area Baptist Church and is the mother 
church of First Springfield where he is a member. Many 
other churches were born as part of the outreach of 
First Baptist as the following excerpt from a local Baptist 
history makes clear.

“As North Springfield continued to grow, the early 1880’s 
saw the establishment of a mission Sunday School on 
East Commercial Street. The ‘North Springfield Baptist 
Church’ was the outgrowth of that mission Sunday 
School. As North Springfield Baptist grew, it established 
the Ray Mission during 1892, later renamed the Hamlin 
Memorial Church. Sunset Chapel was organized in 
1918, becoming Northwest Baptist Church as we 

know it today. Also, in 1918, North Springfield Baptist 
changed its name to Robberson Avenue Baptist, and 
in 1945, changed to Second Baptist. Second Baptist 
and its two mission churches, Hamlin Memorial and 
Northwest Baptist, continue today, all having roots 
deeply ingrained in the Liberty Baptist Church, founding 
church of their mother church, First Baptist.” Former 
Liberty Church pastor Lew Cort said that a few years 
ago when he last looked at the number of churches 
coming out of Liberty, the church had “57 children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren.”

Missions Always a Priority
A bulletin-like handout that Liberty distributes to visitors 
and prospects has this descriptive paragraph. “Liberty 
began as a small country church and remains that. 
Our forefathers established a heritage of missions and 
reaching out in the neighboring community. A small 
group of believers took on the task of forming a church 
in Springfield by extending an arm that became First 
Baptist Church in 1852. We support missions around 
the world following the Great Commission. Our prayer 
is that we will continue that vision for as long as time 
permits us to share His gospel in this community.”

Continuing Impact of 
Church

Larry Ball has been pastor of 
Liberty Baptist since 2002. Larry 
is bi-vocational and his late night 
warehouse job permits him to spend 
significant time in ministry. Larry 
speaks with great pride about the 
history of the church and its current 
commitments. 

Our people have a real heart 
for missions and outreach, Larry 
says. We also have some people 
of means in the congregation and 
that allows us to make a significant 
difference, he says.

Larry credits long time pastor Lew 
Cort, who served Liberty Baptist Church for 29 years 
and is still a member of the church, with helping keep 
the focus on missions. “We discussed buying property 
on Highway 65 and taking advantage of growth in the 
area to expand. But Lew encouraged us to stay where 
we are and to continue to invest our time and money 
in missions and outreach,” Larry says. Rev. Cort also 
mentioned  that churches often relocate and leave 
their previous community unserved, something he was 
hesitant for Liberty Church to do.

Mission Arm of Church Reaches 
Across Borders

During that same conversation with Lew Cort in mid-
August, he said that one of their members was even then 
on a mission trip to Mexico. Robert Ross, a veteran of 
several Mexican mission trips, went out with a group of 
young people from Guadalajara to a nearby town where 
there were many professions of faith, Rev. Cort said.

According to the church history book, Liberty Baptist 
Church adopted a Baptist Church in Svisloch, Belarus 
as part of the promotion to link up Missouri Baptist 
churches with Baptist churches in Belarus in 1994. That 
same year Liberty Baptist donated mission funds to 
the children’s camp at Kobrin Belarus, the same camp 
where their gifts are making a significant difference in 
establishing the Baptist House of Mercy to minister to 
elderly Belarusians who desperately need the kind of 
care this ministry can provide.
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